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ABSTRACT

Because psychology lacks a comprehensive theory of subjectivity that accounts for the entanglement of the social, cul-
tural, historical, interpersonal, and personal, relevant elements for a theory of subjectivity are identified and presented.
An important dimension for a theory of subjectivity is the reality of living everyday life, which includes working, relating,
as well as self-processes. However, traditional psychology, including philosophical psychology, has neglected the role
of work in mental life. It is argued that it is insufficient to address interaction and relationality or internal processes in
the development of a theory subjectivity. Using Hannah ArendtU’s and Nancy Fraser’s distinctions, it is argued that polit-
ical-philosophical reflections on work remain important for understanding subjectivity. Consequences for an approach
that includes work in a theory of subjectivity are discussed.
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